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A representative selection of the graphic works of the great 19th-century 
American artist Winslow Homer will be on view at The Cleveland Museum of Art 
from March 2 through June 30^ 1976. 

The exhibition^ drawn from the Museum’s print collection^ includes 42 of 
Homer’s wood-engraved illustrations for Harper’s Weekly , four lithographs from 
his Civil War Campaign Sketches ^ and four of his celebrated etchings. 

The Boston-born artist, who is best known for his paintings of outdoor life 
and marine subjects, began his career in 1855 at the age of 19, designing illus- 
trated covers for popular songs. Two years later he became a free-lance illustrator 
for Harper’s Weekly and other periodicals. 

Among his first illustrations were scenes of American holiday activities: 
corn huskings. Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations, picnics, ice skating 
and sleigh rides. During the Civil War Homer visited the Union armies in Virginia, 
where he drew realistic and candid pictures of the battlefront, which V7ere later 
reproduced in Harper’s Weekly . At the same time he produced a series of litho- 
graphs depicting the routine and often humorous incidents of army life. These 
were published in 1863 under the title Campaign Sketches by the Boston litho- 
grapher Louis Prang. 

After the War, Homer looked to the mountains, farms and seaside resorts of 
New England, New York, and New Jersey for his subjects. His illustrations of children 
exploring the pleasures of the farm and seashore, or of fashionably dressed young 
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women at summer resorts, present a picture of American life that is both realistic 
and idyllic. The illustrations appearing in Harper's in 1873 and 1874, some 
combining elements from his watercolors and oil paintings, are among the most 
consciously and finely designed of his works. 

In 1875, after having produced approximately 275 drawings for various 
periodicals, Homer gave up illustration to devote his time to watercolor and oil 
painting. 

In 1884, he returned to printmaking, this time producing etchings based 
on his most popular marine paintings. Of the eight etchings done by Homer, 
the Museum shows four: Perils of the Sea and Mending the Tears (1888), based on 
watercolors done during his visit to the English fishing village of Tynemouth; 

Saved (1889), a dramatic rescue at sea, his largest and possibly his finest 
print; and Fly Fishing, Saranac Lake (1889), the only one of his etchings not 
based on an earlier marine work. 

The Cleveland Musetim of Art owns all of Homer's lithographs, almost all 
of his wood-engraved illustrations, and six of his eight etchings. Prints from 
this collection were last exhibited at the Museum in 1966. 

The current exhibition was organized by the Museum' s Prints and Drawings 
Department. It is installed in the Prints and Drawings Galleries on the Museum's 
ground floor. 

# # # 

For additional information or photographs, please contact Ann Edv/ards, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; (216)421-7340. 



